Res Metrica
Dactylic Hexameter

This is the basic pattern for the line:
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Although the fifth foot may consist of a spondee (( (), it almost never does.

Dactylic Pentameter

This is the basic pattern for the line.  The pentameter actually consists of two halves of two-and-a-half feet each:
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Alternating dactylic hexameter with dactylic pentameter creates the elegiac couplet.

Hendecasyllabic

From the Greek word for “eleven,” this is the most common meter in Catullus.
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